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Abstract: Language is one of the most important parts of national culture and 

identity and therefore can be (ab)used as a powerful source of political 

power. Extreme forms of language abuse are already well known from 

history, when an establishment tries to wipe out a nation by means of ban 

on usage of the nation's language (e.g. limited usage the of Czech 

language during the times of Habsburg Monarchy, replacement of Polish, 

Ukrainian, Belarussian and Lithuanian languages by Russian in 19th 

century etc.). Softer forms of language exploitation (not only in a negative 

way) can be found in an effort to express national interests and 

preferences by the way of using/banning foreign words (which can either 

boost international relations or prevent them). The most commonly 

adopted foreign words are nouns and proper nouns. In our paper we will 

focus on the usage of the proper nouns in international communication 

from different eras, different regions and among languages with different 

scripts (latin vs. cyrillic). We will compare the way of handling with english 

and czech proper nouns (names of companies, brands, periodicals, 

books) in prerevolutionary russian texts, in the texts written during the 

USSR times and in the documents of present days. We will try to answer 

the questions; why during some periods the proper nouns were 

translated, at another time they were mostly processed by means of 

transcription or transliteration and why today we see a big trend to leave 

a word in its original form (latin script) even if the target text is written in 

cyrillic. At the end of our paper we will try to give a hint on how to handle 

with different types of proper nouns (anthroponyms, toponyms etc.) in 

different types of contemporary texts (legal documents, journalist's texts, 

fiction etc.). 

 


