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Abstract: The Velvet Revolution of 1989 in Czechoslovakia catalysed an antipathy 

against communism and communists – anticommunism. The new liberal-

democratic regime has grown out on moral denouncement and contempt 

of its communist predecessor, as has been confirmed even by the Czech 

Constitutional Court. 

 

However, what has helped the society create a new immaculate identity 

has soon become an obstacle to the understanding of the recent past. 

The anticommunist resentment has brought along a preunderstanding – 

a set of preconceptions, prejudices, and distortions that make every 

attempt at fair and serious understanding difficult – even, if not especially, 

for the young generation of researchers who did not experience that era 

personally.   

 

In my contribution I will describe the main causes and principles of what I 

refer to as anti-communist reading, as I identified them in Czech post-

Velvet historiography and literary history. Anticommunist reading is an 

ideological mode of reading documents (basically all journalism and 

scholarly texts) of the communist era. It ignores the gap created by the 

enormous social estrangement in the communist era, the gap between 

what people said and what they thought. It prefers to analyse the “outer” 

sociological and semiotic side of documents and ignores the 

psychological side. It fails to recognise that the way language functioned 

in the communist era does not allow applying the traditional liberal criteria 

we use when reading a scholarly text. In conveying its value-preferences 

it makes the same mistake of thought as the communist propaganda did. 

 Based on these features of it, I argue that anticommunist reading 

produces a seriously biased picture of Czechoslovakia’s communist era 

and its prominent actors. Unfortunately, it still remains the dominant 

research mode among many young Czech scholars. 

 


