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Abstract: Until today the communist heritage in Central and Eastern Europe has 

not been widely studied from the point of view of trans-generational 

transmission (Shore 2012). The perception of communism is shaped by 

the adherence to a particular generation, and it can also refer to the 

generational and trans-generational memories of the communist past. 

Especially, self-representation in terms of victims / perpetrators / 

bystanders varies from generation to generation. This is due to 

ideological convictions, but also to the dynamics of trans-generational 

transmission of the victim / perpetrator traumas and perspectives (Parnes 

/ Vedder / Willer 2008 ). 

 

In my paper I will focus on "Communism and generations" based on 

Russian and Polish literary texts that deal with an entanglement of family 

history and history of communism (for instance, the novels ‘Książka’ by 

Mikołaj Łoziński 2011 and ‘Predel zabvenija’ by Sergei Lebedev 2011). I 

am particularly interested in analyzing how communist history is 

reconstructed by the children and grandchildren of former party members 

in novels, memory and factual account. Literature is thus perceived 

interacting with cultural and political debates about the communist past in 

Poland and Russia today. The presentation will highlight the differences 

between Russian and Polish literary attitudes towards the communist 

past and the way they have evolved since the end of the communist era 

in Central and Eastern Europe.  

 

A significant part of the texts in both countries are written by Jewish 

authors, so the problem of the "Judeo-commune" is depicted in a new 

light. The concept of generations proves to be a useful instrument for 

discussing national problems and nation identity building in Russia and 

Poland. I will also take into account how Polish and Russian society 

today comes to terms with their communist heritage. 

 


