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Abstract: This paper examines the generational conflicts that were a key feature of 

Romanian politics from unification to the establishment of communist 

hegemony. In contrast to traditional analyses that have explored these 

tensions at the elite level, this paper will look at how generational 

tensions played out at the local level. Using the example of Partidul 

Naţional Ţărănesc (PNŢ (National Peasant Party)) it will explore the 

extent to which younger peasants were able or unable to exert effective 

agency over the local party in terms of accessing formal offices within the 

party and directing local policy initiatives. 

 

This paper argues that the nature of rural politics, the experience of pre-

unification politics, combined with the organizational structure of PNŢ, 

means that we cannot talk of one party or a single experience, but rather 

a multitude of parties, each with their own local dynamics and structural 

and organizational histories, operating under one party banner. Drawing 

upon archival research from Romania and the Republic of Moldova, this 

paper will take three case studies from different areas of Romania and 

different organizational level (two villages and one county) and will 

compare and contrast the experiences of younger peasants within the 

party organization. The paper will explain the variation in experience 

through sociological analysis of the structural conditions in each location 

and a political science analysis of the party organization. It will draw upon 

theoretical insights from Karl Mannheim, Max Weber, Maurice Duverger 

and Angelo Panebianco to analyse and explain the nature of generational 

conflict in rural politics. 

 

The paper will conclude by assessing the impact that generational 

conflict at the local level had upon the effectiveness of PNŢ at the 

national level especially when confronted by the emergence of the radical 

right before 1944 and the radical left after August 1944. 

 


