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Abstract: My study is part of a team project dedicated to the ecclesiastical elite of 

the Romanian Greek-Catholic Church in Transylvania in the second half 

of 19th century. When it comes to administering the assets of the 

Romanian Greek-Catholic church, the canons of the Cathedral Chapter 

played an important role. In the second half of the 19th century, besides 

praying, the canons were deeply involved in various financial activities: 

they managed the investments of Church’s properties and also of the 

foundations entrusted by various philanthropists, and they were doing all 

these work for free, as part of their duties as members of central 

ecclesiastical administration. However, at the end of the 19th century, the 

amount of time spent into financial activities increased, and the efforts 

have become burdening for the 10 members of the Cathedral Chapter of 

the Romanian Greek-Catholic church. At the beginning of 20th century, a 

debate was initiated among the canons related to their future involvement 

into financial activities. This led to the creation of two sides – the old 

generation versus the new generation – and they confronted each other 

on the matter of proportional taxation of the foundations they managed, in 

order to remunerate their efforts. My study intends to emphasize all the 

aspects related to the involvement of the people of the Church in such 

economic transactions. In order to achieve my goal, I used an 

interdisciplinary approach, combining historical methods, such as the 

positive reconstruction, with sociological and psychological methods, 

when determining the intrinsic and extrinsic motivation of the canons, and 

the ones from economy, when comparing the arguments used by the two 

sides regarding their involvement into financial management. 

 


