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Abstract: The paper aims to focus the generational divide within the Saxon political 

elite in Transylvania at the beginning of the 20th century in the context of 

the parallel nation building processes in the multiethnic region. 

 

The “Green Saxon” movement of the young generation that argued for a 

new policy towards the Hungarian government unfurled its banner at the 

Saxon conference in 1893. Although, the conflict with the “Black” Saxons, 

the older generation which favoured the cooperation with the Hungarian 

leadership and emphasized the fundamental need for a policy of 

accommodation, seemed to be solved in 1900 the basic differences did 

not disappear totally. Those who did not favour the compromise with the 

government wished to cooperate with the Swabians and the Romanians 

what led to several disputes within the Saxon political elite at the 

beginning of the century. 

 

One of the driving questions of the paper is the role of individuals in 

historical changes and transformations. In this sense three personalities 

are to be focused Lutz Korodi, Rudolf Brandsch and Traugott Copony. 

Brandsch was the first professional Saxon politician and an outsider in 

many senses just as Lutz Korodi, who had to leave Hungary and returned 

to Romania as a politician having good relationship with former 

Romanian political leaders from Transylvania (Alexandru Vaida Voevod, 

Eugen Brote and Aurel Popovici). Both Brandsch and Korodi overtook 

leading positions in the Romanian politics after WW I. 

 

Based on the existing literature, the press (content analysis of the 

Kronstädter Zeitung, Telegraful Român, Ellenzék) and archival materials 

the paper also tries to answer the question how the generational divide in 

the Saxon political elite influenced the (Hungarian-Romanian-Saxon) 

interethnic relationships in Transylvania. 

 


