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Abstract: The erotic filled representation of women’s roles significantly changed in 

Hungarian satirical magazines in the 1867-1918 period. The ridicule and 

critique are a vital elements of the humour. The style and extent of the 

ridicule developed in the fifteen years after the Compromise of 1867, 

which was understandable, tolerable, guiding and teaching for role in 

shaping for the public. In the period of the searching for style the openly 

striving for more popularity presses reduced the strength of the ridicule, 

possible insult with erotic allusions. The depiction of sexuality was 

strongly influenced by the emergence of the ladies, who occured more 

often and more courageous in social publicity without former constraints. 

Although it was really exciting portrayal of women, but in the presentation 

of the roles was the same place for men too. Adoption of women’s 

presence in public spaces coincides with development of the general civil 

(male) role expectations. The beginning of the 1880s the main rules, 

dominant stereotypes outlined for members of the new society. The order 

and conditions of the brave new world had been created in the 1890s. 

They dealt ruthless honesty not only with the winner of ongoing social 

changes, but also the losers, who lived in dificulty and became a 

prostitute. At the end of 19th century, at the begining of 20th century the 

emancipated ladies lost much of their sexual attractiveness, some of 

them seemed especially repulsive. 

 

In the presentation, this process is illustrated by a few typical examples 

and their analysis. The selection demonstrates how to take away erotic 

attractive of women’s roles, and how changing edge of the ridicule and 

critique in the value and rule system of strengthening bourgeois society. 

In Hungary, it exemplified disappearance of the old regime’s 

representatives, their integration into liberal (or modern) society, and 

women’s emancipation efforts adopted. 

 


