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Abstract: The question of intra-societal development after Stalin's death has been 

little investigated. The majority of studies of internal social developments 

focus increasingly on political and ideological transformations; the field of 

material culture is yet a desirable research area. It is just a disclosure of 

interrelations between culture and society, individual and political system, 

which is so helpful by the research of Russia’s past and present. For a 

long time Soviet culture was solely described as homogeneous. Socialist 

in its content and national in its form, Soviet culture blocks modernization 

and differentiation processes at first glance. However, the existence and 

development of each culture requires constant dialogue between culture, 

individual and society in general. By now a cyclic transformation of the 

Soviet (everyday) culture can be determined with certainty, because 

exactly in the period between 1950s and 1960s she gains new and 

interesting dynamics and represents ultimately a constantly evolving 

phenomenon. The adoption and diffusion of Western culture, as well as 

legitimization of material things practiced by state, played a very 

important role there and could be seen as cultural indicators of 

ideological development up into the 1980s. An important role in the 

formation of socialist culture played orthodox traditions that existed 

initially beyond official culture. Though ethic and moral beliefs of older 

generations were adapted to socialist rules and belonged finally to 

everyday life. Overall however, one can observe a dichotomy in the 

Soviet value orientation, because in the everyday culture tradition and 

modernization were applied differently and timely against each other. The 

presentation shows, how such terms as taste, style and aesthetic are 

generally defined in the official discourse of 1950s to 1980s and 

developed a new cultural paradigm. Therefore, especially clothing, as a 

consumption good, will be taken as an example and by reference to 

fashion and women magazines, as well as advice booklets, closely 

analyzed. Item of clothing as a good of primary need helps to unveil 

interrelationship between state and society in detail and contribute to the 

construction of national identity from historical, cultural and social point of 

view. 

 


