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Abstract: This paper will investigate generational conflicts in the Former 

Yugoslavia, by sampling the specific case-study of Novi Sad’s Youth 

Tribune. Established in 1954 as a youth department of the People’s 

University, the Youth Tribune was founded in an atmosphere of the so-

called ‘modest democratisation of Yugoslavia’, marking a shift from 

dogmatic socialism to ‘self-managing democracy.’ In the spirit of ‘self-

managing’ relations, the Tribune was envisaged as a site for free speech 

on contemporary socio-political issues, committed to an invigorating 

dialogue with the public. 

 

During the ‘60’s and early ‘70‘s, the Tribune represented a crucial zone of 

lively collaboration between writers and artists from the entire territory of 

Yugoslavia; with student-run editorial boards which were in several ways 

decisive for the Yugoslav alternative cultural scene. Having become a 

cultural catalyst, the centre however came into conflict with the municipal 

socio-political organisations of Novi Sad, which favoured more traditional 

currents and sought to ensure that the space’s basic function remain 

‘education and discipline’. What followed was an eventual purging of the 

Tribune’s editorial boards, and a consequent dilution of radical practices 

in Novi Sad; weakening the role of an active youth culture and its political 

initiative. Yugoslavia is frequently characterised as a country in which all 

were ‘at least verbally encouraged to participate in public debate’ (D. 

Jović, 2009). Yet, considering the Youth Tribune - a centre where the so-

called ‘New Art Practices’ crossed with intellectual production and social 

engagement - serves to illuminate the shifting dynamics of state-society 

relations, by revealing the consequences of a direct, political 

confrontation against the prevailing cultural apparatus, at a moment 

marking the country’s return to a political reliance on the basic principles 

of an authoritarian, centrist state. 

 


