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Abstract: The Warsaw Uprising (1944) is nowadays one of the centers of Polish 

cultural memory – with its spectacular museum, sumptuous anniversaries 

and dozens of various works of art for which it is a main theme; with a 

myth of the enthusiasm of young soldiers and of the power of the Polish 

Underground State. Cause of about 200,000 deaths, representing a 

tragic pattern of Polish history, it was transformed into hot issue of politics 

of memory. The Uprising is probably the best known event from the 

history of the WW2 in Poland, and despite its rather minor military role in 

the European theatre of war is considered to be of great importance.  

 

But what is interesting, this boom – or the specific shape of this memory 

field – can be precisely dated, as the 2004, the 60th anniversary of the 

Uprising, was a moment when, after years of disinterest, commemoration 

events quite radically intensified. The Museum of Warsaw Uprising then 

opened – first such institution in Poland, with a highly appealing 

exposition and going to be a conscious actor in the memory field, 

producing and shaping the memory of the Uprising. The Uprising (and 

the historical policy) occurred a powerful political tool, when the Mayor of 

Warsaw, promoter of the anniversary, gained the popularity which 

allowed him the next year to be elected the President of Poland. The 

2004 was thus a beginning of a „Rising '44 boom” in Polish culture, when 

the history became an attractive topic and setting for a variety of artistic 

and pop cultural projects, from literature to historical reenactments. 

 

As a result, the memory of the Uprising is transmitted especially to a 

young generation, for whom it becomes a founding historical experience. 

In the paper I will analyze the impact which politics of memory had on 

creating this new tradition, which quickly became quite essential for 

present-day Polish identity and memory culture.  

 


