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Abstract: The paper aims to analyse the identity offers addressed to the German 

minority groups in the Romanian historiography after World War II. In the 

course of the first two decades after the Communist takeover the 

discourse on Romania’s Germans shifted from considering them 

collectively as ‘hitlerists’ to treating them officially as valuable members of 

the socialist society. Cultural freedom should curtail the deviant attitudes 

still existing among them, while an ideologically re-educated generation 

of Romanian Germans should proof the liberality of the regime. On 

applying discourse analysis historical key works will be analysed in 

regard to the representations of the German minority characterising them 

as an integrated part of society. Which discourse strategies had been 

applied to transform fascists into valuable members of the working class? 

As socialist ideology has been considering historical discourses as a 

‘means of production’ which can even influence the conditions of social 

life (Stuart Hall/Katherine Verdery), the regime believed in the re-

educability of the German minority. Nevertheless this survey does not 

consider them as a merely passive group, but as a heterogeneous 

collective of actors participating in Romania’s social life as circumstances 

demanded. Since proponents of the minority group also played an active 

role in the development of a new historical master narrative, the focus 

lies on the interplay between imposed ideological framework and the 

limits of tolerance for specific minority issues. In what extent does the 

new master narrative reflect elements of the traditional German-

Romanian self-conception? In a last step the historiographical aspect will 

be discussed in the general context of the ‘integration programme’ for the 

German Romanians established by means of extensive repression and 

limited participation offers. The discursive approach allows to draw 

conclusions on the connection between the offers of collective identity for 

an ethnic minority and the political intentions of an authoritarian regime. 

 


