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Abstract: Anthony D. Smith believed that public rites and ceremonies have been 

the instruments of “moulding an inchoate population into an organized 

and cohesive nation” (Smith, 2009). Modern age enables those 

ceremonies to become especially impressive and extensive. Since the 

beginning of modern times, after the modern notion of nationalism was 

born, various forms of “carnivals” became an integral part of public 

ceremonies devoted to national holidays or commemoration dates all 

over the world. As “each holiday is an immensely important primitive form 

of human culture” (Bachtin, 2010), holidays together with their “carnival” 

element have been smoothly incorporated into national symbols. 

Nowadays almost each nation should have at least several public 

commemorations which would include processions of people 

demonstrating their national feelings and belonging to a certain national 

group or adherence to a certain political project or both simultaneously. 

Observing celebrations of commemorations in the countries of post-

communist bloc nowadays, where so many changes have taken place 

during last several decades one can still encounter polar perceptions of 

the same holidays in the same city or town. Some Post-Soviet countries 

still celebrate the holidays inherited from their Soviet past such as, for 

instance, Victory Day or October Revolution Day together with the 

holidays of national independence which is in the majority of cases 

independence form the USSR. Such “schizophrenia” is often used by 

representatives of certain political views to express their commitment to 

certain political movement. In line with this logic, very often public 

ceremonies are the instruments of propaganda of official ideas and 

principles of a certain state. 

In 1994 a newly selected Belarusian president Lukashenka stated his 

intention to integrate with Russia and to cease the previously functioned 

national-oriented policies. As a result, during two anti-constitutional 

referenda Lukashenka together with changing national symbols managed 

to change the date of Independence Day to the date of liberation of Minsk 

from Nazis. Chernobyl Way and Dziady procession gradually became 

oppositional holidays. Moreover, Belarusian authorities continued to 



celebrate holidays important during Soviet times such as Victory Day and 

Dazhynki festival. Those holidays grew into symbolic pillars of 

contemporary project of Belarusian statehood whereas commemorations 

celebrated by opposition have been marginalizing by official discourse 

since then.  

 


