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Abstract: A former Habsburg province, Bukovina was a culturally, linguistically, and 

socially diverse region; a typical phenomenon of borderland areas. 

Indeed, under Austro-Hungarian rule, the popular image of Bukovina was 

of a region where different ethnic and religious groups, including Jews, 

coexisted peacefully. Bukovina became (and has remained) an emblem 

of successful multiculturalism and creative multilingualism. That 

multiculturalism was shaken by successive political regimes, radical 

ideologies, and the destruction wrought by world wars. The region 

underwent major transformations being confronted with Romanianization 

(1918-40), Sovietization (1940-41), and WWII. The return of the 

Romanian regime accompanied by the German army brought war to the 

region (1941). Wartime antisemitic policy spelled death and destruction to 

the Jewish community, but peace did not bring relief. Soviet liberation in 

1944 reinstalled the communist regime, which led to a wave of emigration 

and repressions.  

 

Today Bukovina spans the border of Romania and Ukraine. In my paper I 

will analyze and compare Ukrainian and Romanian representations of the 

history of this contested region. These post-communist societies struggle 

to come to terms with their pasts, and are finding themselves in a 

constant search for new definitions and interpretations of their national 

identities. As part of this search, the Habsburg myth of multiethnic 

tolerance is eagerly revived, modified, and put to political use by local 

elites in both countries. What is the purpose of this myth revival? What is 

the myth’s impact on (national/regional) identity and nation-building 

construction processes? A key focus of my paper will be also an analysis 

of Holocaust memory. What role is being assigned to the Jews in the 

reconstruction of a “glorious heyday” of Bukovina? How are other ethnic 

minorities (Ukrainians and Romanians) represented in these national 

narratives? How does the Holocaust memory fit into the re-modified myth 

of multiethnic coexistence in Ukrainian and Romanian parts of Bukovina?  

 


