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Abstract: My paper analyzes the interaction between young people and the 

Romanian communist regime in the context of the emergence and 

development of the music-oriented youth cultures such as rock, punk or 

new wave, also popular among the young people outside the Eastern 

bloc. Especially during 1980s, the Romanian youth began to express 

openly its preference for Western culture and especially for its music. 

This inflated the authorities’ concern that youth would fall under ""the 

Western influence"" and consequently have the healthy (socialist) moral 

foundations of their life undermined because of it.  

 

Based mainly on the documents created by the former Romanian secret 

police, the Securitate, the proposed analysis on the youth culture will 

address two important issues. The first one will document what Stanley 

Cohen called the ""moral panics"" of the Romanian authorities 

concerning the young people’s interest in Western music. In this context, 

I will identify those music preferences that the regime and its Securitate 

deemed as harmful to the young Romanians, the possible reasons 

behind such a labelling and how ""moral panics"" influenced the official 

perception concerning the music-oriented youth cultures. The other part 

of my paper will highlight how the Romanian youth included the code of 

behaviour, clothing or body adorning specific to rock, punk or new wave 

culture in his quotidian existence and how he managed to fuel his 

passion for rock or punk music given the country’s isolation and the fact 

that the national radio station did not aired any kind of foreign music. The 

last point of my paper will consider how these youth cultures managed to 

challenge the regime’s efforts for “transforming” the Romanian young 

people into exponents of the new man and thus, into builders of their 

country’s communist future.  

 


