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Abstract: In 1908 the Ukrainian student Miroslav Sichynski killed the Polish 

Galician governor Andrzej Potocki.  This was the first political killing in 

the Austrian Empire. Sichynski justified his actions by referring to the 

need to improve the political position of his fellow Ukrainians in the 

province that was mainly ruled by Poles. He claimed this was the only 

way to bring justice to the province.  Legal methods were not effective or 

even possible in his view. Sichynsky considered the unfair local elections 

and the elections for the Austrian parliament amongst the greatest 

injustices for Ukrainians in the region. The governor as a representative 

of the power was responsible for this. Polish youth responded violently 

by destroying Ukrainian institutions in the province. Thus, one of the main 

issues I want to address by discussing the historical context of this case 

is how the widening of political rights activated political life in the 

province, revealed tensions between nationalities and generations and 

resulted in displays of violence. 

My conference paper will discuss the displays of violence within a wider 

historical and theoretical framework. Especially, I will discuss these 

events as manifestations of modernity in the region from the perspective 

of ‘politics in a new key’. The idea of politics in a new key emerged in 

those times in Vienna and spread on to the other territories of the 

Habsburg Empire. I focus on three specific manifestations of modernity: 

mass participation of citizens in political life, the emergence of new 

identities (nationalism, socialism) and the consequent challenges for the 

existing traditional religious and generational identities. These 

manifestations fit within the concept of politics in a new key as they 

demonstrate a political life that is more radical, sharp and creative.  

This paper contributes to a better understanding of the challenges that 



modernity brought to the Galician society whilst providing deeper insights 

in how these challenges manifested within the existing 

centre(Vienna)/periphery(Galicia) relationship. 

 


