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Abstract: The shift of global power from the West to the East and South sparked 

one of the most vivid international relations debates of the past decade. 

Another trend over a similar time frame is the regionalization of 

international politics. Issues ranging from cultural exchange to economic 

integration and crisis management are increasingly dealt with at a 

regional level and regional organizations are created or strengthened in 

most parts of the world. 

This paper deals with a matter that has come up in the context of these 

two trends and is projected to be at the forefront of the developing world 

order, the competition for regional leadership. On the one hand, rising 

powers amass the economic resources to exert power over their 

neighbors; on the other hand, they want to become the accepted leader 

of their respective geographic region to gain more global influence. This 

is where my research comes in.  

I intend to understand states in a region accept leadership of a regional 

power or not, respectively. The case study that I use is Ukraine and its 

reaction towards Russia‘s rise beginning in the early 2000s. Moscow has 

since become very assertive in its leadership claim over the former 

Soviet Union. Ukraine can be described as the secondary regional 

power, as it is second in the post-Soviet space when it comes to both 

population and military spending. Ukraine further possesses notable 

immaterial power resources.  

I compare the foreign policies of Victor Yushchenko, president from 2005 

until 2010 and Victor Yanukovych, who became president in 2010 and 

find that, comparing the impact of different factors  on their different 

policies can be best explained by the availability of attractive external 



partners, oligarchic interest groups, the role of national identity and 

economic dependence in conjunction with the ongoing global economic 

crisis. 

 


