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Abstract: Russia’s ‘suspension’ of the Conventional Armed Forces in Europe 

Treaty in 2007 marked a major change in Russian policies towards Euro-

Atlantic conventional arms control. Although Russian leaders had been 

arguing for changes to the treaty since the 1990s, the ‘suspension’ 

marked an important transition point in Russian policy. In the years since 

the ‘suspension’ decision, Russian policies towards conventional 

security issues in the Euro-Atlantic space have ranged from 

disengagement to dialogue. 

Although Putin is a mere twelve years older than Medvedev, the two men 

do represent different political generations. It is important to consider the 

points of continuity and change in the Euro-Atlantic conventional arms 

control policies of the two men and why such trends can be seen, 

particularly in light of Putin’s return to the presidency in 2012. By 

examining Putin and Medvedev’s actions, proposals, and statements, 

the Russian perspective of what should be done with the existing system 

becomes clear. 

The period from 2000-2012 shows Russian dissatisfaction with the 

existing conventional arms control framework, which was brought to the 

forefront by the country’s ‘suspension’ of involvement in certain aspects 

of the framework. After the ‘suspension’ and with a new president, 

Russia introduced a proposal to change the framework, while at the 

same time participating in discussions about a way forward on 

conventional arms control, only to have the conversations end in 

deadlock. It is important to not only consider the CFE Treaty and 

Russia’s issues surrounding the agreement, which led to Putin’s 

decision, but also the Medvedev draft European Security Treaty 



proposal. The proposal, which garnered little attention, is still promoted 

by the Russian leadership and could be revisited in conversations on the 

Euro-Atlantic security framework in the future. 

 


