
Name: Catalin Parfene 

Institutional affiliation: University of Bucharest 

Paper title: National Identity and Nation-Building in Interwar Romania: The National 

Football Team between ‘Foreigners’ and Romanianization 

Abstract: Established in 1922 under the direct guidance of future King Carol II, the 

Romanian national football team was composed throughout the interwar 

period mainly of minority representatives, primarily Hungarians and 

Germans from Transylvanian clubs. The team’s status of image of the 

national identity determined an ardent debate around squad’s 

Romanianization, which I followed in the interwar newspapers and in the 

works of renowned political and cultural personalities like Nicolae Iorga, 

Camil Petrescu and Nichifor Crainic. I studied the Romanianization 

debate by placing it into an inter-regional comparative context, thus 

underlining the Bulgarian, Polish and Yugoslav models of football 

nationalization and also the Hungarian heritage and its implications. 

Despite the political framework characterized by integral nationalism, 

Romanianization and centralization, the football Romanianization 

eventually failed in the interwar period, irrespective of the State’s 

implication and regulations concerning this issue, only to be achieved 

during the first decade of the Communist rule. However, the football 

Romanianization debate marked especially the late interwar years. It 

showed the solidness of the Austro-Hungarian heritage in Romania after 

the 1918 Great Union, sharpening the dichotomy between Transylvania 

and the Old Kingdom. It also led to surprising political consequences, 

like the development of King Carol II’s mass movement Straja Ţării from 

a governmental office whose initial mission was to control the ethnic 

composition of the national football team. Finally, it targeted mainly the 

Hungarian minority of the so-called “irredentist” Transylvanian clubs, 

who was excluded from the project of nation-building, alternatively 

leaving the door open to Jews in the national team until the State’s late 



intervention and thus determining the need for a reevaluation of the anti-

Semite discourse of the interwar Romanian press. 

 


