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Abstract: In the 1990s, nostalgia for socialism in the Czech Republic largely took 

the form of retrospective representations, which attempted to recreate, 

narratively and visually, the socialist period. However, a different trend 

begins to emerge later in the decade: that of the re-established popularity 

of socialist popular culture from the 1960s and thereafter. Can this 

practice be seen as a newly rediscovered popularity, or does it represent 

a continuity of a cultural tradition between the socialist and post-socialist 

periods? This question becomes central to understandings of nostalgia, 

in the Czech context further complicated by the fact that the return of 

socialist popular culture has been fraught with controversy.  

This paper will examine the relation between nostalgia and continuity by 

analysing the press debates around a number of socialist-era performers 

and artefacts in the Czech Republic in the late 1990s and early 2000s, 

including the comeback of 1980s disco star Michal David, the affair 

around singer Karel Gott’s participation at the 2000 World Fair, or the 

rescreening of the 1970s television series Třicet případů majora Zemana 

(The Thirty Cases of Major Zeman) on Czech Television. A stark contrast 

emerged from these debates between the voices of those who wished to 

condemn socialist entertainment on political grounds and those who 

sought to reclaim the cosumption of this culture as an everyday practice. 

This paper will suggest that nostalgia and continuity are not as mutually 

exclusive narratives as these discussions would make it appear. Rather, 

as I will argue, both meet in a set of reading strategies, which 

recontextualize socialist popular culture as ‘retro’. Furthermore, I will 

propose that dismissive responses to the politics of this popular culture 

can coexist with, and even lie at the core of certain types of retro 

readings. 


