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Abstract: The purpose of my research is to identify the development of Bektashi 

order among the Albanian speaking population in the Balkan region from 

the 15th century until now. Bektashi order was more adjustable for the 

Albanian Christian population than the pure Islam, because in reality the 

doctrine of the Baktashians was and is a mixture of Islam, Christianity 

and Paganism. The first appearance of this order in the Balkan countries 

was visible in the 15th century and since the beginning is known for its 

tolerance toward other religions, equality of rights between man and 

woman within the order, different approach to the Islam rules etc. This 

order had a very tight connection to the Janissaries, the infantry units of 

the Ottoman Empire coming from the Christian population of the Ottoman 

Empire. Jannisaries were abolished in 1826 and the many clerics of 

Bektashi order came to Albania to escape from the persecution of Sultan 

Mahmud II.  

My research focuses on all aspect (economic, political, social etc.) of this 

order during the centuries, their position before and after the year 1826 

with the focus on the Albanian population in the Balkan region. A very 

important moment for this order was the support given by the Albanian 

king Zogu I. that allowed them in 1929 to build their world center in 

Tirana, Albania.  During World War II the members of this order were 

supporting and fighting together with the forces of Albanian Nationalistic 

Movement for the liberation of Albania. Due to this fact, the impact of the 

communist regime over Bektashi order was not so tough until the 

abolishment of the religions in Albania in 1967, after that they faced a 

very hard persecution by the regime. From 1992 the Bektashi order is 

trying to organize itself and to spread its peaceful and tolerant doctrine 



among other doctrines of Islam religion.   

 


