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Abstract: This paper adresses the ways in which men serving their compulsory 

military service in late 1980s Czechoslovakia engaged with both the 

discourse of the army as a totalising institution in its own right and, more 

broadly, with the discourse of the regime that the army formed a crucial 

part of. The paper will focus specifically on the ways in which this 

experience influenced individuals' way of thinking, both during the period 

in question and in the years follwing their service and the fall of the 

regime, offering a comparison with the generation that became politically 

conscious in a democratic society stripped of the requirement of military 

service. Engaging with the theoretical concepts of cultural norms and 

discourse, the paper is also grounded in the field of memory studies, 

offers comparisons to the Soviet Union and seeks to explore the 

generational divide between the last communist generation, brought up in 

an incredibly top-down, structured system, where rules were to be 

followed and authorities obeyed, and the first post-1989 generation for 

whom there were – at least in theory – very few limits to their behaviour 

and ambitions; with this worldview being largely enforced by their parents 

precisely due to their own experiences. The divide is to be examined not 

only by simply comparing the two groups as largely abstract entities 

existing in isolation, but also by commenting on and analysing the 

clash(es) of the two worldviews that arose during the conduct of the 

interviews which underpin the research, giving an analysis of how the 

overlap between the memories and realities of the generation being 

interviewed can be seen, and the way that overlap and divison influenced 

the relationships and perceptions between the two generations.   

 


