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Abstract: The town of Buda by the late 14th century had already become regular 

destination for Italian merchants travelling from different parts of the 

Peninsula, including Arezzo, Bologna, Florence, Genoa and Venice. 

Among them Venice by that date had turned into a major hub for long 

distance trade between Buda and Italy. Besides merchants of Venetian 

privileges, Florentine citizens also played an important intermediary role 

in this regard. The paper focuses on two major aspects of commercial 

relations: the activity of Venetian merchants settling in Buda, and Venice 

as center for distribution of commercial goods transported to and from the 

Kingdom of Hungary during the late 14th and early 15th centuries. There 

are no surviving account books or extensive private correspondences at 

our disposal which would supplement the sporadic, yet convincing 

evidences on the density of trade developed between Venice and Buda. 

Therefore the research draws much of its evidences on previously 

neglected archival sources; records of law suits presented to the Corti di 

palazzo, that is the supreme courts of Venice and on privileges preserved 

in the Hungarian National Archives. I argue in the paper that the small, 

yet significant Venetian community established in the town of Buda, after 

the end of the 14th century, was partly replaced by that of Florentines 

who also took the lead in long distance trade between Buda and Venice. 

The Florentine commercial dominance over the Venetians in the town of 

Buda might have been the result of the exacerbation of political conflicts 

between Sigismund of Luxemburg, King of Hungary and the Serenissima. 

Commercial relations between Buda and Venice also exemplify in this 

way the correlations between politics and trade in late medieval trading 

communities. 

 


