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Abstract: This paper explores the notion of change and generations in the process 

of state-building in post-conflict territories. The paper seeks to investigate 

the nature of change in the construction of liberal polities after the end of 

armed conflict. By starting with a general discussion on the discourse of 

state-building after 1989, the paper then focuses on state-building in 

Kosovo and in particular on the assumption that over time external state-

builders have approached the project in a radically different manner, 

through different methods and with differing means. The paper seeks to 

argue that far from representing a real shift towards different means and 

motives driving state-building operations, this new turn towards 

empowerment continues to hide the trappings of liberal diffusion and 

political engineering.  The paper is divided into two main sections; the 

first explores the existence of a consensus around the shifting nature of 

motives and practices of state-building post 1989, particularly around the 

‘organicisation’ of state-building in the Balkans, as in the case of Kosovo. 

In this section the paper seeks to explore the existence of said 

consensus by looking at discourse and practices of state-building in order 

to highlight a widespread assumption relating to the fundamentally 

different nature of state-building and to the ever changing nature of it. 

The second section seeks to explore the consequences of said 

assumptions by investigating the nature of this alleged shift, both in its 

rhetorical and practical applications. The section ultimately seeks to 

explore the potential instances of continuity present across all 

generations of state-building. In this section, the paper will argue that it is 

through presenting  ‘shifts’ that liberal power relations continue to hide 

and camouflage, essentially ensuring and guaranteeing the continuous 



reproduction and diffusion of the same liberal norms and values, whilst 

seemingly appropriately re-dressing the mistakes and fallacies of 

previous approaches through the introduction of ‘new’ paradigms. 

 


