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Abstract: Post-Soviet Ukrainian cities demonstrate a dramatic urban change that 

reflects the shifting notion of the political community. My aim is to 

understand what kind of connection exists between the ideology of 

“national rebirth” and the process of economic privatization that has lead 

to gentrification and changes in social topography, particularly in cities of 

Kyiv and Lviv. The proclaimed restoration and preservation of the 

historical heritage (“the national Renaissance”) in today’s Ukraine are 

based on the city model as it appeared in the late Russian and Habsburg 

empires, when production and exploitation of urban space was largely a 

private enterprise in the hands of the riches. Also it reflects the nationalist 

concept of architecture that considers buildings, monuments, and public 

spaces as part of a national heritage and as a material embodiment of 

spiritual unity of a political community. Privatization of the public space in 

Kyiv and Lviv is considered as a return to the “natural” order of things, 

when private capital under municipal control is thought to bring 

beautification and prosperity to the entire city. This vision of the “golden 

times” is the dream-city of present-day Ukrainian redevelopers and city 

authorities that again and again recall the history of theatres, churches, 

beautiful fin-de-siècle buildings, and other enterprises that were 

sponsored by patrons among the richest people of the time.  

The massive development logically contrasts with the preservationist 

ideology that aims to save every remnant of the past. In fact, they coexist 

and supplement each other: new-built churches and monuments appear 

together with luxury housing, boutiques, expensive restaurants and bank 

offices in redeveloped historicist buildings, not only restored but newly 

constructed imitating the dominant fin-de-siècle styles. What is presented 



as restoring the old is in fact the production of new spaces. The ideology 

of urban renewal and reconstruction of a decayed city allows developers 

and municipal authorities to replace the remaining sites of work and low-

cost housing and infrastructure for low-income people with much more 

attractive and expensive housing and amenities. Building a national city 

with churches, monuments, and shopping centers decorated in Baroque 

style that is considered a style of Ukrainian golden age, legitimizes the 

power of the elites to conduct the redevelopment for private profits while 

disclosing crucial urban issues. 

 


