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Abstract: For most immigrants, adaptation starts from learning the language of the 

host country. Immigrants find themselves in a situation where they must 

give up their mother tongue (L1), which later leads to its impoverishment 

within the immigrant community. At the same time, they learn the primary 

language of their host country (L2) which becomes their main language 

of communication. This research into Czech (L2) acquisition by native 

Russian-speaking immigrants is the first of its kind. Over the course of 

our research, respondents of different ages and different education levels 

were interviewed to better understand the influence and the transfer of 

structural elements between L1 and L2 in all language levels.  

What is unique about Russian-speaking immigrants in the Czech context 

is the similarity between L1 and L2 and the difference between Standard 

and Colloquial forms of L2.   

Our project is a subsection of the larger research project The Second 

Language Acquisition of Russian Native Speakers in German vs. Czech 

Language Environments will make a contribution to the theoretical study 

of the problems immigrants come across during language acquisition. 

Our goal is to create a platform for improving Czech language policy in 

regard to Russian-speaking immigrants. In addition, analysis of the 

speech of our respondents has allowed us to better understand the 

processes occurring during the acquisition of L2 by Russian-speaking 

immigrants and to identify the specific problems arising during their study 

of L2. 

This research makes possible the future creation of a textbook of the 

Czech language intended specifically for Russian-speaking students. It is 

worth mentioning that for the purpose of the research, the first C-tests for 



the Czech language were developed. Our report will present interim 

results of the study based on partially completed fieldwork. 

 


