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Abstract: The present paper aims to chart the variety of forms taken by anti-

bureaucratic discourse in the context of a modernising Romanian state; 

displacing older narratives that saw prestige as the key attraction of 

holding such an office, contemporaries clashed over interpreting the 

ways in which 'funcționarism' – a term modelled on a similar French 

counterpart – was seen to act as a social pathology that stunted growth, 

dividing society against itself. We argue that such narratives shed light 

upon visions of agency, by grasping who was felt capable of bearing 

blame – and who was capable of preventing further contagion; of who 

might do what. Perceptions of the historical (un-)avoidability of the 

phenomenon shall be dealt with from the standpoint of both the political 

establishment and its adversaries, by analysing newspapers and 

pamphlets. Firstly, the research shall highlight the Liberal discourse of 

shaming a purportedly un-enterprising younger, upwardly mobile 

generation of the Romanian middle class – and of creating a parallell 

discourse vilifying the enterprising Jewish minority. 

Secondly, focusing on the rhetorical positions of the emerging Socialist 

movement, it shall examine its empathy towards 'white-collar 

proletarians', seen as living precariously, a class brought into existence 

only by the logic of capitalist historical development – and thus 

blameless. 

The research shall also touch upon the generational and urban-rural 

divide, by examining literary visions of the estrangement and decadence. 

One such category is comprised explicitly moralising efforts on the part of 

the state, such as theatre plays seeking to dissuade peasant children 

from dreaming of uncertain, demoralising office job; another, of various 



brief sketches reflecting upon imaginary ex-peasants' capacity to 

acknowledge their alienation and to feel remorse when confronted with 

visions of their former lives. Thus, by employing an interdisciplinary 

methodology, the paper's ultimate goal is to provide an angle on a 

historically specific ontology of socially mediated agency that may be 

critically integrated within a larger, trans-national model. 

 


