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Abstract: Rapid political and economic changes after the fall of state socialism lead 

to dynamic processes of urban restructuring and through them the 

socialist patterns and models of growth were replaced with ones where 

the capital and the market economy were central to the processes of 

growth and development. The transformation towards market economy 

and reintroduction of land ownership required an establishment of a new 

system with decentralized decision making, a driver to changes that 

impacted the structure and form of cities after the fall of state socialism. 

As part of the urban transformations after the fall of state socialism, 

changes in the locational patterns of retail structures were noted in cities, 

illustrating diverse patterns of spatial organization of the post-socialist 

city. In the socialist city the centralities were highly localized, were 

located close to the topographical and historical city center, were very 

few and limited in numbers and were part of a highly centralized decision-

making processes. In the first years after the fall of socialism, already in 

early 1990’s small shops started to emerge and parallel to these 

processes, the core of the former socialist city was losing its housing 

function and becoming more of an attraction than a living space. Almost 

at the same time, large shopping malls started to radically restructure the 

post-socialist city and through them the periphery of the city was re-

discovered, contributing to the changes in the consumption patterns and 

leading ultimately to a changed notion of a center. This paper will look at 

the (post-)socialist consumerist patterns of Bucharest, Budapest, Prague 

and Sofia through a comparative study on the locational patterns of the 

centralities during socialism and after, aiming in contributing to the 

understanding on the concept of modernity and capitalist liberalizations in 



European (post-)socialist planning contexts. 

 


