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Abstract: The work intends to study temporal dynamics of PORA actions and 

underlying reasons (socio-political, psychological, historical, economic), 

which led to these, breaking the vicious circle of Soviet-time passivity and 

fear. This work presents research on establishment, development and 

activities of PORA - the largest civic campaign that became the central 

vanguard and player of democratic breakthrough in Ukraine. The study 

covers the period prior to the beginning of the 2004 elections campaign, 

the course of pre-election and election developments, and the eventual 

Orange Revolution in Ukraine. It mentions the political context that lead 

to the emergence of the civic campaign, its activities and the influence it 

exerted over developments in Ukraine. Present study also provides an 

opportunity to assess the extent to which an activist NGO can exert 

impact on public and political processes, as well as the achievement of 

set goals by a civil society organisation. The material was collected 

through the review of primary, secondary sources and interview 

conducting. 

 

Ukraine’s Orange Revolution is a good example of interaction failure 

between emancipated (politically conscious and active) young people 

and the ruling elite (which tried to maintain its control over society at all 

costs), which lead to public protests, caused by evident falsifications of 

the first two rounds of 2004 Presidential Elections. The “new” post-1991 

Ukrainian leadership became a strange mixture of old nomenklatura and 

red directors with a twist of national democrats and oligarchs. This 

marriage of apparatchiks and dissidents gave birth to the Ukrainian 

democracy which less than 10 years later successfully degenerated into 

semi-autocracy. The old Soviet system was changed to ensure control 



over new realities from the top by the same Soviet-time elites with same 

mentality and methods. 

 

The key factor behind PORA’s success was a sincere motivation of its 

participants. The activists of the PORA civic campaign were often only 

18-20 years old. Born after 1985, all of them were children of perestroika 

and independence. PORA united people for the sake of victory of 

freedom and democracy. The organizational and human resource base 

of PORA consisted of two main segments: members of the five largest 

all-Ukrainian youth organizations: Christian-Democratic Youth of Ukraine, 

Union of Ukrainian Youth, Zarevo, Young Prosvita, Association of Law 

Students; local NGOs and student organizations in the universities and 

institutes of higher education; ¬        member organizations of the 

Freedom of Choice Coalition of Ukrainian NGOs. Over 150 different 

regional and national NGOs provided assistance to PORA, managed 

financial resources and legal support on the regional level, and lent office 

space and equipment, communication technology, and storage facilities 

for information and education products. 

 

The civic campaign PORA acted independently from political structures 

as a self-governing all-Ukrainian action aimed at ensuring democratic 

elections. Central to its program was a complex, nation-wide information 

and mobilization campaign. Under conditions of far-reaching censorship 

and absence of independent media, the main idea behind PORA was the 

creation of alternative mass media, in which volunteers deliver election-

related information “from hand to hand” directly to people throughout 

Ukraine. The campaign was to continue until the official recognition of the 

legitimacy of the elections by all subjects of the electoral process and by 

international organizations (OSCE, Council of Europe etc.). The general 

plan of campaign activities foresaw two stages. The first, obligatory stage 



included various information and education activities aimed at increasing 

voter turnout, counteracting censorship and supplying voters with 

objective information about the electoral campaign, programs of 

individual candidates, voter rights and the necessity of their protection in 

the case of violations. The second envisaged the organization of mass 

protests aimed at protecting the results of the elections. 

 


