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Abstract: In Romania after 1989 there was an urgent need to redefine the central 

political concepts and policies regarding the issues of multiethnic 

diversity and sate-minority relations. The ensuing debates and political 

contentions addressed questions of national/ethnic identity, assimilation, 

multiculturalism, social and European integration, and created various 

discursive cleavages within both majority and minority political elites. 

Going against the implicit scholarly assumption which holds that claims 

for minority accommodation arise from unified political projects – 

representing a homogeneous ethno-cultural minority community –, the 

paper will present and analyze one of the main internal debates between 

Hungarian minority elite circles in the 1990s related to competing visions 

and policies for minority institutions and education. The discursive 

opposition was framed (among other factors) by a generational divide 

between the older, politically more influential minority elites who were 

engaged in the promotion of an ethno-culturally bounded project calling 

for the institutional autonomy and separation of minority-language 

education in Romania; and a smaller group of younger, politically 

engaged Hungarian intellectuals having a theoretical commitment to 

pluralism, and arguing for “new”, European policies of integration and 

modernization which – in their view – would go beyond the “old” 

isolationist monoculturalism. The particular debate addressed by the 

paper centers around the request by the political representatives of the 

Hungarian minority for the establishment of an independent, state-

funded, minority-language university, and connected to the problem of 

the ‘multicultural’ restructuring of the Babes-Bolyai University in Cluj-



Napoca, an institution seen as a significant ‘master symbol’ of ethno-

political contention in Transylvania. Contrary to the separatism of the old 

generation who saw the autonomous university as the ‘supreme cause’ of 

the minority community, the younger intellectuals argued for a 

multicultural structure and opted for professional collaboration with 

majority actors (for which they were regarded as ‘betraying the cause’ 

and brining the long-term assimilation of the community). The paper will 

examine through media discourse analysis how in the context of the ever 

re-strengthening polarized ethno-politics in Romania the ‘multicultural’ 

initiative of the young intellectuals tried and eventually failed to 

comprehensively redefine the approach to multiethnic diversity and state-

minority relations. 

 


