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Abstract: Regarded as an integrated phenomenon in today’s Romanian society, 

the investigated field of magic, divination and religious ritual can be at 

best characterized by vastness and heterogeneity. In any actual situation, 

it combines ancient rural magic and mentalities, Orthodox religious 

practice, modern and urban divination techniques, and pseudo-scientific 

explanations belonging to paranormal or New-Age concepts. This 

presentation will be a partial attempt to document the presence and 

forms of a contemporary phenomenon in the Romanian society, namely 

the individual experiences of being bewitched. 

This paper is empirically grounded on the anthropological field research I 

undertook between 2005 and 2009, in various villages and towns of the 

Transylvanian region. I base my approach on: participant observation, 

informal interviews, semi-structured in-depth interviews and field notes. 

Regardless of the inherent local specific traits, the discourses and steps 

involved in a witchery situation prove to be unitary, especially if we take 

them into consideration from the actors' point of view. The assumed 

theoretical perspective is, therefore, an actor-centered one. The practices 

won't be approached as operational or conceptual reified category (as in 

contexts marked by the impersonal “it is done....”), but rather as individual 

experiences, belonging to particular life contexts. 

Jeanne Favret-Saada’s study on witchcraft situations in Bocage (1977) 

offers a highly inspiring textual comparative context. The undeniable 

relevance of her perspective and research results have to be 

counterbalanced by the fact that witchcraft and sorcery in Bocage, as 

well as  witchcraft and sorcery in any Romanian village fifty years ago, 

cannot be the same thing with the intermingled sources and discourses 



on this subject in a complex, heterogeneous, multi-voiced society as the 

one of today.  

A (partial) conclusion addresses the importance of re-examining the 

magic - religious relation as part of a contemporary complex society. The 

particular forms of adapting traditions, coding personal experiences and 

resorting to pre-existing cultural models in every-day life crisis situations 

can offer significant insights about the contemporary cultural profile of 

this region. 

 


