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Abstract: The first parade to celebrate the victory of USSR in World War II took 

place in Moscow in 1965. This event is often regarded as the beginning 

of the cult of World War II in USSR by many scholars (Tumarkin, 1995). 

Until the demise of USSR these commemorative activities regularly re-

minded younger generations of the bravery and sacrifice of Soviet peo-

ple. 

Forty years later the USSR no longer exists, nor many of its commemora-

tive practices. However, the memory of World War II has not vanished. In 

2005 a popular flash mob activity took place across Russia called the 

“Ribbon of Saint George”. Young people offered passers-by small rib-

bons of Saint George to attach to their cars, clothes and accessories as a 

display of remembrance of the grandfathers' victory in World War II. New 

in its form, the activity's message was, in essence, familiar: to remind the 

younger generation of the victory of Soviet people. The message also 

included the imperative to be proud of the grandfathers' bravery. In the 

years that followed this commemorative activity became annual and re-

ceived state funding. Moreover, its geography expanded to the republics 

of the former Soviet Union and other countries where the grandchildren 

of the veterans live. 

In my article I will analyse whether this commemorative practice in former 

Soviet Union is part of the revival of the Cult of World War II that can be 

observed in Russia today. More importantly, I intend to reveal what influ-

ence it has on the memory of the generation whose grandparents took 

part in World War II as Soviet citizens. The sources I will use include so-

cial media and interviews as well as secondary literature by other schol-

ars on the subject. 

 


